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Totht Friends of the Enslaved — the Mvocates 
of Equal Righis : 
It is now more than twelve years since the 
existence, the criminality, the growth, and the 
aggressions of chattel slavery in our boasted 
Republic have been .topics of consiant agitation 
by a large and increasing class of our citizens, 
listinctly avowing their deep convictions of its 
brrible wickedness, and pledging their best en- 
ieavors for its speedy and entire abolition. 

Convinced of the utter incompatibility of this 
system with the preservation oT republican 
freedom, and finding it impracticable to wield 
their elective franchise in accordance with their 
convictions while connected with the old parlies 
looking to slaveholders for support, it was 
ibught necessary, by a portion of Aboliiionists, 
more than five years ago, to disconnect them- 
selves from the old parties, and organize anew, 
for the support of such candidates of their own 
selection as they could consistently and safely 
constitute the representatives of their princi- 
ples— the advocates of their measures. 

The course of events, since that time, has 
wnfirmed, fully, the views with which this step 
Was taken, and has convinced large numbers of 
the necessity of coming into the measure. It is 
hecorain? daily more evident that no party not 
distinctly pledged to the abolition of slavery, 
iioiding it as an object on no consideration to be 
compromised, and under no possible circum- 
stances to be postponed for other objects, can 
■ver be depended upon for the accomplishment 



of such a work. .And notwithstanding the loectl 
professions of one of the old parties, on the ere 
of pending elections, (and for the purpose of 
uniting the North and the South in the support 
of slaveholders,) it is now admitted by those 
organs of that party who were most loud in 
claiming oar support, that the general abolition 
of slavery has never entered into the plan of 
their operations^ but only the restricting of the 
slave power to its present field of domination.* 
The Liberty party, therefore, as the only 
party pledged to the abolition of chattel slave, 
ry, occupies a ground exclusively and wholly 
its own. So far as this subject is concerned, it 
has no rival in the political field, and can confi- 
dently challenge the support of those who are 
intent on secur'-ng that sublime object. But 
large numbers who seem to be desirous of quit- 
ting the parties subservient to slavery, and of 
wielding the elective franchise for its removal, 
are fearful of casting in their lot with a party 
whose creed political economy, in other re- 
spects, is not more distinctly defined. It is in 
vain that we point out to them the pecuniary 
burdens resulting directly from the slave system, 
and inflicted by a petty oligarchy of about two 
hundred and fifty thousand slaveholders (less 
than one sixty-eighth part of the nation.) upon 
the rest of our seventeen millions of inhabitants. 
It is in vain that we run over the inventory of its 
exorbitant exactions — its expensive parchases of 



•Vide New-York Tribune. 
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slave territory—its Florida wars — its protract- 
od foreij^n diplomacy for the belter security 
of slave property — its capricious and /itful 
<:hanKcs ol' niitioual policy, with all the com- 
mercial losses inevitably resulting from our 
intercourse with the slaveholdinK States. Wliat- 
ever we tnay exhibit of statistical inlbrmation 
on these topics, they continue to re£;ard us as 
having cultivated an acquaintance with only this 
one subject, or as beinu; ready to disregard all 
otlier sources of public mischief, in our exclu- 
sive attention to the one that has absorbed, for 
so long a lime, our earnest regard. They fear 
that ari administration guided by our councils, 
would leave our country exposed to evils as 
great, or perhaps greater, than those we seek to 
remove, while directing our uttention to only 
one point. The very fact that we have left the 
old parties, and have united together on a. new 
basis, totally distinct from boi.h of them, con- 
lirnis them in this estimate of our position. 
And there are not wanting those who represent 
us as holding that the entire functions of civil 
government are wrapped up in the "one idea'^ 
of abolishing chattel slavery, so that in our en- 
deavors to secure the liberation of the slave, we 
should feel ourselves quite at liberty to compro- 
mise the rij" his ol" the free! — and that in our 
eagerness to disarm the aristocracy of the South, 
we should readily enter into compromises and 
alliances with a rival and growing aristocracy 
of the North — confining our regards to the poor 
and oppressed colored man at a distance, and 
averting our eyes Irom the wants and the wrongs 
of the poor white man at our own door. 

The course of events has brought us to a 
point at which these misapprehensions should 
be forever rercioved. Our true position should 
be so clearly defined that there could be no room 
for mistake ; and the friends of equal and im- 
partial liberty for all men, irrespective of color 
or condition, should not fail to s^e in the Liber- 
ty party, at the first glance, the very party, and 
the only one, in this country, in the hands of 
which the essential rights of any portion of our 
fellow-citizens 'lould be safe. 

To this object then, (passing by other inter- 
esting topics of remark,) we cor.fine ourselves 
on the present occasion, settinjv; forth our own 
views of the proper course for the Liberty party 
to pursue — inviting the members of that parly 
to considei and determine upon its fitness — and 
asking the friends of republican liberty and of 
the enslaved, every where, whether this be not 
the true ground on which all true friends of 
human progress should meet and lil't up their 
banner. 

J. POSITION OF THE LIBERTY PARTY 
HITHERTO. 

We admit freely, as the truth requires us to 
admit, that, in the first organization of the Li- 
berty party, under the pressure of the extraor- 
dinary and unforeseen causes that led to that 
measure, the members of that party, composed 
as they were of men trained and educated in the 
old rival parties, did not slop 1,0 elaborate in 
detail a creed of political economy embracing 
the topics commonly prominent in other political 



creeds. They were not then in the beat condi- 
lion to do so, nor was it Iho first work for them 
to perform. Not a few of them had hopcR that 
a temporary organization, by wielding a "bal- 
ance of power" (sought in vain by the "qucs. 
tinning of candidates,") would force one or both 
of the old parties into a cot'npliance with their 
wishes, and secure the abolition of slavery 
without further delay. A still greater number, 
perhaps, lelt ccniident that when the aggres- 
sions and depredations of the slave power were 
fully revealed, all honest and right minded men 
would rally at once Ibr its overthrow, giving the 
Liberty party a glorious but brief striig;?le, and 
leaving its members at leisure, r r disbanding, 
to go back into such old or new polilical organ- 
izations as might then exist, or wnich, in their 
various estimates, the times might seem to re- 
quire. It can not be charged upon them, either 
as a crime, or as an evidence of any peculiar 
want of political sagacity, that they did notttien 
so distinctly perceive as they now must, that all 
lite aristocratic influences that could he com. 
bine J together, from all sects and parties, eccle- 
siastical and political, would be systematically 
wielded against all earnest measures, whether 
political or moral, for the abolition of American 
slavery ; that they did not then foresee, what 
they have now learned^ that the grand Bastile 
of American oppression, despising all sudden 
assaults, is to be reduced only by a regular and 
protracted siege, in which they must gird on all 
their armor, and add patience to courage. 

Perceiving, as they must noit'do, that the poi- 
son has penetrated every pore and artery of the 
body politic, they must adapt their remedies to 
the inveteracy of the disease. The Liberty 
party, as a permanent organization, and asking, 
as such, the control of the National affairs, can 
not fail to be as'tced with resistless importunity, 
as it advances litep by step, what use it will 
make of the power committed to -its hands, on 
those points (of secondary importance it may 
be) with which the public mind must continue 
to be in some measure eagrossed. Its position, 
therefore, on those points, must of necessity be 
defined more definitely than it has yet been done. 
And the history of other parties has shown the 
improvidence of deferring to a very late day, so 
important a ta^k. The policy of non-committal 
may suit the objects of some politicians, bat not 
those of wise jtatesmen, confiding in an intelli- 
gent people. 

And the ha;:ardous double game of holding 
out opposite allurements to opposite classes of 
citizens, has seldom proved successful enough, 
in our times, lo receive even the low praise of 
prudence from those whose course is not govern- 
ed by nobler motives. The advantage of re- 
taining the names and the votes of those who 
misapprehend our position would be purchased 
at too high a price. And nothing could be more 
perplexing than to find one set of poli'ical 
maxims passing currently in some portions of 
the Liberty party, and the opposite in others. 
Neutrality is no position at all ; and if it'were 
it could not be ours. Our character is not ffia^e 
up of mere negatives. It is positive: antf si- 
lence, if it be sometimes a virtue, does no* 
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tkivc well with those who are conetuntly called 
to assert the right ol' free speech. Silent nor 
neutral, on questions of political economy an.l 
public interest, we shall not be: the only ([ucs- 
tion is — What shull we speak ? Have w^i prin- 
ciples which can be trnnslateil into measures ? 
Are those principles exact and comprehensive 
enough to solve all the questions arising in po- 
h'tical life ? 

The archives of the Liberty party, circum- 
ficribed though they are, very happily are not 
bare of materials from which may be gathered 
the germ of its future destination. A few brief 
extracts from its records will suflice to show 
this. 

OUn FIIIST NATIONAL CONVENTION. 

The first National Liberty Convention held at 
Albany, April I, IS-IO, adopted the resolutions 
that follow : 

"Resolved, Thiit while we consider the ABOLITION 
OF SLAVERY iis {larf.mounl to siW other questions of 
national politics, and huve nominated and expect to 
iiomioiUe AND TO ELKOT, with a special view to this 
vital question," toe hu no mnan^ lose sinht of numerous 
other questions, in which ;ill who are to be afTccted di- 
rectly or indirectly by our government are deeply in- 
terested, and we consider that OUR FUNDAMENTAL 
PKINCIPLE, to wit, tint ALL MEN within its juris- 
iliciiou are, AS Ml N, entitled to an EQUAL PARTICl- 
{•' TION in the benefits of our government, docs decide 
M these questions in favor of the general good, by de- 
ciding them in favor of the vDideitand lariat LIBERTY 
that can flourish under JUST LAWS. 

"Resolved, That, Abolitionists, it is our duty, 
and as American citizens it is the duty of all; insteael 
of supporting a first, second, or third portu, to KISE 
ABOVE ALL PARTY, and unite as patrio"^is, philan- 
thropists, and Christians, to put down the slavocricy 
of all parties, and put up the PRLVCIPLES of the De- 
ekratian of Independence, at the ballot-box, and every 
vhereelse, by every lawful constitutional, moral, and 
religious influence." 

In another resolution the Conver.tion charac- 
terized slavery as — 

" Generating the prevalence of selfishness over pub- 
lic spirit, and therefore utterly inconsistent with tfte 
exalted purposes oj fret government." 

And in a resolution announcing the names of 
their candidates for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent, they speak of them as — 

"Firmly devoted to the PRINCIPLES of HUMAN 
RIGHTS, and capable of applying: them discreetly and 
efficaciously for the ABOLIPlON of SLAVERY, .ind 
for the vrninoHon of ALL OUR OTHER PUBLIC IN- 
TKKESTS, as far as the oftices to vrhich we would call 
ihera consiiiutionally permit," &c. 

SECOND NATIONAL CONVENTION. 

The second National Liberty Convention, 
held in the city of New-York, May 12 and 13, 
1841, discussed and adopted an elaborate Ad- 
dress, which occupied nearly nine Ion;? news- 
paper columns, of which two lull columns were 
devoted to the subject of political economy. And 
if all the details of its future policy, as a poiiti- 
eal parly, were not Inlly matured, the necessity 
of doing so at some future time was disiinctty 
recognized, the PRINCIPLES bv which that 
policy should be moulded were dcvekped with 
much prominerjce, and not a few pres:ndnt indi- 
cations and specimens of th.- application of those 
principles were, even then, at that early day, 
with precision laid down. A brief abstract from 
this document must suffice us here. 



In reply to the then rising inquiry, what co\u9c 
thcLiberly party would be likely to pursue in 
respect to the other great interests "commonly 
supposed to have no manner of connection wUU 
the principles of human rights, as involved m 
the slave nueslion," the Cdovention suggested, 
in the first place, that the full adjustment might 
be " left open for fu ure consid iratiou" and de- 
cided by the party "in the light of its ever in- 
creasing wisdom, under the guidance of a wise 
course of experimental endeavors." They an- 
swered, (and very truly) in the second place, 
that " the great pecuniary, iinancial and money 
interests of the country" were more deeply affect- 
ed by slavery, than by any of the other causes 
in debate between the old parties. They an- 
swered, in the third place, that the overthrow of 
the slave power would remove the chief obsta- 
cle in the way of a harmonious and permanent 
adjustment of the controverted questions, and 
put an end to those never-ending changes and 
lluctimtions, so capriciously, yet systematically 
inflicted upon us, by that power. They answer- 
ed in the fourth place, thai many questions now 
earnestly contested would lose all their signin- 
cancy and could never again be revived, if a sys- 
tem of free labor should prevail over the whole 
country. They answered, in the fifth place, 
that " the GRKAT DOCTRINE of HUMAN 
RIGHTS, as involved in the question of aboli- 
tion, in other words, the fundamental principles 
of HUMAN EQUALITY, JUSTICE, MERCY, 
HUMANITY, regard for human nature as such, 
irrespective of factitious and artificial dislinclions 
and in opposition to arbitrary and aristocratic 
claims, thf.sk (the very elements and life blood 
of abolitionism,) comprise not only the best 
but the ONLY SURE STANDARD and TEST, 
by which all the apparently subordinate and 
doubtful questions of legislation and of political 
economy SHOULD BE DECIDED." 

And under this head they ac^ded : 

" It is only in the light of these G iEAT PRINCIPLES 
(which no administration but an cnti-slavcry one will 
ever embrace or Ihorouphly understand,) /Aat any cine 
can be found to those perplexing problems about whuih 
narrow-minded and mere selfish politicians so con- 
stantly wrangle, without ever selt'ing them at all, or 
placing th?in upon any permanent or su?e basis. The 
great END of human government iis the PROTECTION 
of the RIGHTS of r/ien, the preservation of the putjlic 
peace and safety : and where this i:nd is duly regarded 
the advancement of the public profiperity cannot but btf 
secured on the most equitable and stable basis. With 
out undertaking; therefore, to foretell precisely ever? 
public measure of political economy which a thorough- 
ly ubolitionizcd national administration would find it 
proper to adopt, wc may venture to specify a few things 
which it would ,\ot do." » * * * 

" It wonld not long Tcm;>in sitonl or inactive, in its 
diplomatic robitiops, iti ro«pf'ct to the tniqiiilous Corn 
Laws of (treat IWilaiv, (w which iliP poor in one nation 
are nndo the victims of the lordly rap^iciiy of those 
who should protect them, iuul by which the free acricul- 
furi>ts of aiioihcr and a kindred nation Krv debarred 
from iisfnz the nnltiral mar};cl for /keir products " * 

" It v/oiiU! not solicitously seek, as an object of grept 
public concernment and utility, either by the aid of a 
Sub-Treasury, a National Hank, or any other instru- 
mentality or institution, devised I'or the purpobe, an 
artificial and forced ' equalization of exchanges' between « 
the free laboring North, and the spendthril't, dependent, 
and poverty stricken South, whereby the latter may be 
relieved from the disadvantages of their condition, by 
the manifest and gross robbery of the former." 
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" It would not sh^ipo us iui'fl»are» in vionfdrmily willi 
tlic con ii|)L pniiciplt; lliiit wcatlk i» tlio cIikM" i)l),n'('t ol 
li?f^'nlfitioi\, Uiit. ilH posniiiisioii li- llio proof of iiKMit, 
tlial itM iic(|ui»ilion i>i [Un uiuitl end of iMlioiiitl polii'y, 
to tlio pi'oinolluii ofwlucli sociiil, inuillijci mil, iiiul 
njor.il iiUiMc^ls of 111 111 iniy he iiiiiocciitly s um ilicril. " 

"ft would not pliinst! lliii coiiiitry iiilo iiccdltffts, 
wicked, niiuDiiM, iiiid di«ni'i»i'('riil wiir.->, cspctMiilly willi 
tin; red men of llic Uhl'si, on our I'ronliors. I.cusl of 
all would it do iliis for llu; iiinloi'i(Mis purpose! of nt'iid- 
iiih- llif li:irdy yconmiirv of llu.' Nortli, of. llurir own rx- | 
piMisc. and ill, llid ItiddinK ol the hliivclioldcr, on iIk' ' 
Moodlioiiiid errand of scciiliiin tli(! Inicic of fiit^ilive i 
sliives iicroHs till! (ivcrgludtis of Klorid i, iiiiil kidiiMpiiinn ' 
iiiiMi, wonu'ii, und ciiildron, for vicliiiis on iWo all.nr of I 
slavorv " I 

"In ylw r.ij)cmliturcH of Wu) Ooviirnincnl , it would not 
biirdviv I hi! |)('opl<; wil'i uniK'i'uswiiry approprialioiiw, 
oillicr for i!xtrav<i(iii)il .mldria, or for liie miuiilcnaiict' 
of inrt!>vifici'.ncc, atnl idle and aiili-rciinliliciiifsjtlcr-.dorand 
ihoii'." 

" It would noi violate tlu; piihliR morality, or iiiviuli: 
humnn rii<^hlx, oil any pl^as of >Si(ilc 7iccr;«,viti/, liowuver 
plausil)ly or importnnaliMy llicy i))i};lil bv, ur^'.'d. it 
woulil not favor or t.oleritlc. imjiisl or ami-republican 
AlUNOPOiJKS of any kind, to liiMke Ihc rich richer and 
tli(! poor pooicfi in liny departiiu'Ut of political action/' 

"In tlie aoiiviluis of slate, county, lownsliip, village 
iind city polilic:>, llie friends of impirtiiil liberty and 
inalienable luiin(in rights, if true to their trust, williiot 
fail to a.rray themselves against (hose disj^raceful niid 
wicked arriingeincnls throuf^h which ncc is licensed by 
law, ihcino-als of the people undermined by their pro- 
fessed and constitutional guardians, and crime and jnin- 
jierism created undtr authority of the State, J'or the 
emolument of gamblers, vender's ol strong drink, and 
other panders of vice." 

Other portions of the same Address insisted 
that " the very object for which civil government 
was instituted among men" was " tiie defence of 
the poor and needy."' And it carefully guarded 
a!:ainst the idea that this defence was to be ex- 
tended exclusively to those actually enslaved. 
It insisted that " whether power was to be exer- 
cised on. a broad or on a narrow scale," a " re- 
gard for human rights^' was the erand, the in- 
dispensable qualilication for office — that " the 

U.NFORTUNATE AND THE POOR IN OUR MIDST," 

(here, at the North,) " ought not to be put into 
the h"nds of those who look with contempt upon 
the slave," nor our sons placed under the direc- 
tion of '• path-masters who had not learned the 
impovtant distinction between a laboring man 
and a working beast." 

The same Address suggested the propriety of 
such a chance in the Constitution of the United 
States, as should " place the choice of President 
and Vice-President of the U. States in the hands 
of the people themselves, without the interven- 
tion of a College of Electors." 

The Convention further said : 



preUeii*ivcnoss, and scope, and iinn«nitndc of (/lat ont 
ideti may be well nuaf'ed, wcjfihed, nppiecinttd, und un- 
derstood. It is the idea that rirditcunMUcns cxallutli a 
nmion, while sin is the reproach of any people. It Is 
the idea tUil all tiiiin in power is derived from tho Cre. 
alor of men, and unless wielded in conformity with hid 
laws, must hecome a curse instead ofa blcssint? tomiin. 
kind. /( in l/ii' idnt that h\w ii for the pracrvalion of 
KIiiMTS. It i.s the, idea that tJOl) governs the world— 
that it is ahv iys fjood policy to don'^'/it, and bad policy 
to do i/'roiii;." 

TliM siiiiic iNational Convention tha<. issueil 
this Adili css nppointod a large eouimitlceof cit- 
izens of the Slatr; of New- York, us a "dcputa- 
lion to wait on the members ol' tlic Lcg'sluturc 
now in session, nnd urge the passage of the bills 
now pending for the repeal of tlie nine months 
law, and i'or amending the Constitution in refer- 
ence to the right of suffrage;" [so as to extend 
the right to our colored fellow-citi/.ens on the 
i same terms as to the whiles.] 
I The same Convention passed a vote of thanks 
I to Joshua I^eavitt for his statistical tables and 
I memorial to Congress, " praying the adoption of 
' measisres to secure an equitable and adequate 
j marknt for American wheat." And " on motion 
I of C. Chamberlain, of Indiana, it was 

j "Resolved, That duty, patriotism, and humanity, 
I call upon all Americans to unite heartily and fully »n 
j the cjforl to remove all oppre%Hivc laws, and to establish 
v.atiAL KioijTS, and the imixulial adtnini^tration oj jui- 

ticc THnOUfJllOlIV TJIF, I, AND." 

THIIID NATIONAL CONVENTION. 

The third National Liberty Convention, held 
at Buffalo, August -30, 1843, -adopted the follow- 
ing resolutions : 

" Resolved, That tho Liberty party has not been or- 
ganized for any te-,nporary purpose by interested poli- 
ticians, but has arisen from amon§ the people, in con- 
sequence of a conviction hourly g:iining ground that no 
other party in the country represents truly the princi- 
ples of American liberty and the true spirit of the Con- 
stitution of the United iSitatcs. 

Resolved, That the Liberty party has not been ori- 
ginated Map.Ki-Y for the overthrow of slavery. Its fij;st 
and most decided effort muot indeed be directed against 
slaveholding, as the grossest and most revolting form 
of despotism, but it will also carry out the principles 
of equal rights into all their practical consequences ana 
applications, and support every just measure, condu- 
cive to social and individual freedom. 

"Resolved, Thai the Liberty party is not a sectional 
party, but a National party, has NOT originated in a 
desire to accomplish a SINGLE object, but in a com- 
prehensive regard to the interests of this whole country 
— i* not a new party, or a third party, but is the party 
of 1776, reviving the PRINCIPLES of that memorable 
era, and striving to carry them into practical applica- 
tion.'' 

1S42. 



" In demandinj,' the redress of the slave's wrongs, in ! 
the fir-t place, as the great and p^irauiounl object of our 
political endeavors, irc do not fors,ct that there arc 
O TtlKR wrongs to be rcdre'i^cd. Hut we select as most 
important, the case most palpable, and immeasurably 
the m >st grievous and pressing— the case of the luicom- 
pl;i!ning and the dumb, who cmnot i)lead for IhetviseUes 
— the c/7se of others "s v."-ll ns ouu r>wt>. In this way 
only can ttio'si? who seek other and minor political lefor- 
mations, evince either the sincerity, the impartiality, 
or the consistency of their demnnds," 

" With this expose of their views, the Convention in- 
dulge the hop? th u, in the minds of reflecting and good 
men, they wiilnol he thought to have hit sisht of the va 
rious interests and objects to which the attention of the pa- 
triot ani the statesman ihtoiil I be directed in thfJlnetivities 
of political tife. If charged with being men of ONE 
IDEA in respect to public affairs., they ask that the coin- 



N. Y. STATE CONVENTION, 

The New-York State Liberty Convention iield 
at Nevv-\ crk Mills, August 10, 1842, adopted 
and issued an Address, con'aining the para- 
graph that follows : 

" In <he bearing of economy on politics we shall be 
men of principle. One who invades, riohts in conmer* 
cia/, can hardly defend them in his po/itt'ca/ relations. 
U'hatever goes to exalt ojjc by the degredation of o»- 
othcr \\c should frown upon. The poor, the despond- 
ing, the oppressed, these are our brethren, the viorld 
ov'er. Let us spurn the thought of rising on thtir 
ruin." 

MASSACHUSETTS, 1842. 

An Address to the voters of Massachusetts, 
Nov, 8, ;842, contains the following : 
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Vote for llioso only who istnnd difCOTinccled from 
jiro-shivcry parlies, (mci i/jAo fenrlCMsly cAriui out 
iho fundumetual prinoiphis of KqiUL nuinrs in ai.i, 

l.j;«IHl.AVION." 



'iia«i-t:r Foi,. 



OHIO (StTATU CONVI^NTION, 18'J2. 

An Ohio State Liberty Couvenlion, Jan. '1 
ami 5, iS'lil, issued, in its Address, the follow- 
ing : 

" The creed of our falUers is our creed, Their faitli 
is owr faith In our Slate legislation we desire a repeal 
of the oppresaivo laws wlii«h degrade the i)UieU with- 
out beiiehting the white. We would encourage the 
colored people in virtue and knowledge by suitable le- 
gislative provisions. We therefore give to the breeze 
the banner ol Goristitulional Liberty. We inscribe on 
ilH folds r,nijKRTy, litio.iL Uiouts, Protection to Free 
Ubor, Public Econuiny," 

rRKSiriENTIAL CANDIDATE. 

James G. Biunfy, in his letter of acceptance 
of the nomination o!" the Liberty party, ns its 
candidate lor President of ihe U. States, dated 
Jan. 10, 1842, expresses himself thus : 

" What is our object ? Liberty, That Liberty that 
the twin brother ol Justice— the Liberty that respects 
and piotects the rights, not of the weak only, or 
ol the strong only, but of the vve.ak and the strong, and 
amjily because Ibey are human nionTs," 

eOCHKSTER CONVENTION — MYKON HOl.I.EV. 

The earliest incipient measures for local inde- 
pendent anti-slavery nominations, before any 
National Liberty parly was organized, were 
strongly marked by similar features. The Mon- 
roe County (N. Y.) Convention for county no- 
minations, held at Rochester, Sept. 28, 1839, 
fi.dopted a series of resolutions and ant Address 
prepared by Myron HoUey, from which we ex- 
tract the lollowing : 

" Resolved, That, under a solemn conviction of the 
truth of Kie preceding resolutions, and with no other 
tiewt than to restore and preserve thb co>imon libertiics 
OF THK NATION, including the POOR as well as the rich, .the 
SLAVE as well as the fbke, we now set up the political 
tiandard uf EQUAL KIGHTS in our country, and com- 
mence our most earnest exertions to rally the nation 
under it, devouily imploring the God of Freedom, our 
fathers' God, and our God, to give us and our fellow- 
citizens wisdom and power to sustain it, till its broad 
folds shall overspread and thelter every human bci7tg 
^Ikin our borders.^' 

In their Address, the Convention said : 

"Let a party of disinterested, intelligent, virtuous 

men befoimed, taking the true ground o/ univkesai.. 

FHEEDOM, ONivBRSAL jusTicK, and r.(ii;AU RIGHTS, and it 

will soon attract all the strong powers of tlif i i 

spirit to WO! kin its behalf. It will compel {;oou iiita 

to shake off their old party ties for the sake of joinin? 
\{ )> » * * * « * 

"Let us then form a new party — not for the purpose 
of defeating any proper object ol either of the existing 
Parlies, but for uniting with all that in most valuable in 
the objects oj' hoth, the ineoiiipurably greater object of 
Securing, with equal and pilernal care, ihe univkksai. 
R^oHTS and interests of all the Slates, and alt the ■people 
of our glorious Union, Under ihestandaid of siicU a 
parly all the good may flock together, and tind their 
common home." 

PREVIOUS DISCUSSION. 

The discussions which preceded and accom- 
panied the organization of the Liberty parly, 
were tlceply imbued with the same .spirit. 
Among the earliest paragraphs ever published, 
lookins! in the direction of a distinct political 
organization of abolitionists, waiB the lollowing 



Irom the pen oi the iamentd 

" It becomes those who have not lost all Kcnac of the 
di(.'nity of human nature, to decline that they cousidor 
llie cK/iKoNAi. iiiiiin.s or man as the foundation of cverjr 
oilier; and that lliey eiiii not lecofjnize any property 
which is inconsiHieiit with that which every liumau 
being holds in hiH own sonl and body. // there it aver 
to be inlhi» country a vahtv that shall talie its chainc- 
lerand name, not' from pari icular libcrnl mcuiitreit, or 
popular men, but irom its uncompromitiing and con- 
sistent adherenco to FKFKDOM, a truly liberal and 
tiioroughly republican jiarty, it must direct its lirst de- 
cided effort against the grossest form, the most com- 
plete manifestation of oppression, ani> iiavino takkn 
anti-ilavcry (jrounrf, it must caiuiv <uit the jirinciptct oj 
libel ty in ali. its coNSKCiUixvoKs. It must support evert/ 
measure conducive to the greatest possible individual 
and social, moral, intellectual, religious, and civil 
KiuuiDoM, whether that measure, be brout^hl forward by 
inconsistent slavcholdtrs or conthteni freemen. It must 
embrace t/ic whole stihvre of human action, watching 
and oppoting the slightest illiheral, nnti-republiean 
tendency, and concentratinp its whole force and inllu- 
ence against slavery itself, in comparison with which 
i every other species of tyranny is tolerable, by which 
is every other is strcitj^ihened and judified. " 



It is but just, in this connection, to present a 
pnracrapli of perhaps a still earlier date, from 
the pen of Wii-i.iam Lloyd Gauhison : 

" We do indeed need a Cuiustian varty in poliiics — 
not itiade up of this or that sect or denominaiion, but 
all who fC'irGod and keep his coniniandnu nts, and who 
sincerely der irc to seek jvd.i^nifnt and relieve the oppres- 
sed. I know ir, is the belief of many professedly good 
men that ihey ought not to meddle with politics, but 
they are cherishing a delusion, which, if it do not 
prove fatal to their own souls, may prove the destruc- 
tion of THEin coufiTRv."— [Liberator, Dec 20, 1S34. 

By the side of these earliest hints concerning 
the organization of a true Liberty parly, we may 
add what may be regarded as the sinnmini^ up of 
the arguiuent, about the lime the measure was 
ailop^.ed : 

" If wc are to have organised political action, let us, 
in the first place, see well to it, that our association 
docs not set up/or its object any thing short of the en- 
tire object for which civil government was instituted, 
viz : to ' execute Judgment between a man and his neigh- 
bor.' If abolitionists should make their own. rights — or 
the Tights of the slaves, even, their e.tcu.^ive object, 
their hobby, to the neglect of other men's rifbts, and in 
forgelfulness of other great moral objects jiroperly be- 
longing to the depaitniciil of civil government, they 
would lose iheir hold on the public confidence, they 
would belittle their enierpriiCj they would dwindle 
dc vn to the stature of other political parlizans, strug- 
gling, each, for their own objects— right, perhaps, in 
themselves — but too narrow for the giL.iC work for 
which God and humanity will hold aii men accountable 
who undertake to wieid the powers of civil government." 
—[Friend of Man. March It, IS40. 

II. PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS OF THE 
LIBERTY PARTY. 

The objects for which the Liberty party was 
founded are thus deiinitely ascertained, by its 
own abundant declarations., and by the discus- 
sions which resulted in its organization. It was 
evidently based on principles aud not on a 
.MERr: ;(EASURE OH MEASURES, lliongh its promi- 
nent measures were, of course, distinctly an- 
nounced, and sufficient minor exemplifications 
of them given, to illustrate iheir all-cornprehcn- 
Eive scope and universally binding authority and 
obligation. Such principles thus announced by 
the Liberty party cannot but be regarded as a 
pledge, on its part, that the hgitimate applica- 
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lion oflliosf priiiciph'.s lu all fito proper objeclt: 
and ncLivitxea of civil ^nvcrninrnt, sliull not l)t.' 
wmUiiiiT, as tlu; iippropnii li- Mccusiuiis slmll, IVotn 
tiiuo to liiiii:, |)rer*('iiMtii'in>clvcs, itiilm prci^rt'ss 
oriiuinidi nd'airf^. An I il is (niilciit '.lial any 
party fiiiliiii!; to do ihi'-, woul.l 1 to nccnp.V 
the lielil uail the jxisilioa lor uliici, .vil uuvtjrn- 
iiicnl \va.s (j('siuni.'(l, IV'ot U'ss oviiliMil is il that 
a party nut intcndins? to do wliatcvir civil f^o- 
vf.rnnn'iit is riiihtriilly bound to do, do^cneralos 
into u niv.i ii faction, undeserving ol" public sup- 
port. 

Tlif! I'TiiNnrr.Ks of IIk; Liberty party, as al- 
ready devt'lopc'd, may be happily expressed in 
the hiniino'.Js language ol'Thomns Jell'crson : 

" Tlu! riiditful /louicr of hU IcRislalion is to declare 
anil oiilorL'ti m>,Uj oar inatlmim. moins anu hui'ikh, mul 
lake. Wine, of them from ms. No man tins* a natarul 
rinht lo c.ninmit aj.cre.'Otiont on the. cqitiU ri^kti of anolltcr, 
and this is am. t'rorn whicli the law oukIiI lo rc.^train 
him. lOvory man is nadt-r u natural duly of coatrihat- 
ing to tilt' n».'i'cssities ol'sociiily, and this is all the law 
should cnforco upon him. When ihc laws have declai- 
and oaforced all Ihis, they have rultilled their funi:- 
tions." — " TIki ideii isquite uafoanoed lhat on entering 
into society, wc. give vji antj natural r»j;/ti." 

The same principles are ex!)ressed in the 
Declaration of American Independence ; "All 
men arc created equal and are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights, amono; 
which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
piness.'' " To secure these rights^ governments 
are instituted among men.-' " To establish jus- 
tice — and secure the blessings of liberty," is 
the avowed and the grand object of the Consti- 
tution of the U nited States. 

And this agrees with the Scriplnros, which 
every where designate the business of civil 
government to be — to execute judgment [i. e. 
justice,] between a man and his neighbor," as 
well as to " proclaim liberty throughout the 
land, to ALL the inhabitants thereof." 

III. APP.LICATION OF THESE PRIN- 
CIPLES. 

In ihe application of these simple principles to 
the current political topics of the day, it will be 
found that the party adopting them as its autho- 
ritative, rule of practice, will be " thoroughly 
furnished lo every good work" of a sound prac- 
tical statesmanship, and will have Utile or no 
occasion to doubt or to hesitate in the disposi- 
tion of any question of public policy or of politi- 
cal economy, that could be propounded for its 
solution. 

EXPOSITION OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

In the light of these principles, which were 
placed by our fathers at the very basis of our 
separate and independent existence, as a nation, 
and which form, of necessity, the cc.ner stone 
of our American Constitutional Law. with- 
out which it has no significancy, no meaning, 
nor even existence — we may readily understand 
and construe the Federal Constitution of 1787- 
9, into the Preamble of which the very same 
principles were incorporated, as a key to its 
meaning, and clothing il with all the authority 
it contains- 

It is self-evident that if the Constitution be 
construed in accordance with thos-e principles, 



ant! understood as being coJi/ormrii to them, iht'rt 
there can be no constitutional or legal slavery in 
Ihe Uu'led Hliilcs. All men admit thai »lavery 
is the gre.itcsi possible violation ol those prin- 
ciples, yd lew seem lo relied thai this admis- 
sion, ij, ill reality, equivulcnl (o a (U'daration 
llial slaveiy is al wir with the C^onslitalion, or 
ia ollu;r words, that there is no legal or ("onsli- 
Uitioiial >lavcry in the nation. 

And us slavery i.s the greatest possible viola- 
tion of the Constitution, there is manifestly no 
other duty devolvin'j; upon the Federal Govern- 
ment so obvious and palpably binding wpon il, 
as the abolition of that slavery, unless the fun- 
damental iMUNCii'Li:a, theonANP o»jkct, and 
the LiviNci si'iiuT of the Constitution is to be 
sacriliced lo the mekk letter! 

Bui if this ground should be taken, and if we 
should concede that the strict letter ol'the Con- 
stitution, rather than its grand scope and pre. 
vailing spirit, should be our guide in the con- 
siruction of that instrument — if the testimony of 
contemporaneous hiiUory be accordinsjly set 
aside, and the dictionaries defining the meaning 
ol' words be resorted to, in its stead, it will be 
found that not a single word, syllable, or letter 
of the instrument recognizes even the existence 
of a slive,or of slavery, or makes the least gua- 
ranly, provision, or compromise on the subject. 

It is by keeping out of sight the main object 
and living spirit of the Constitution, and at the 
same time presuming its intention to be some- 
thing more and something dz^ere?ii from any 
thing that is expressed in the strict letter of the 
instrument — that the claim of constitutional 
slavery can be admitted for a moment ! The 
assumption is. that the fraraers of the Cor/stitu- 
tion intended what they were very careful not 
to express, and what at the same time was in 
manifest and direct opposition to the declared 
object and design they professed to, have in 
view! Just as though the people coix^d, he bound 
to abide by the secret intentions of their ser- 
vants who drafted an instrument for them, in- 
I tentions not expressed in the instrument itself; 
and which they were careful to conceal ! The 
Madison papers somelimesquoted in this discus- 
sion^ reveal to us the fact that the framers did 
not intend that the clause concerning person? 
held to service and labor" should be understood 
as referring to slaves. In the first draft the 
word " servitude" had been employed, bat "on 
motion of Mr. Randolph ( f Virginia, the word 
servitude was struck out, and the word service 
unanimously inserted, the former being thought 
(says Mr. Madison) to express the condition of 
slaves, and the latter the obligation of free per- 
sons." — [Madison Papers, v. IH. p. I!j69. 

By the strict letter and by the living spirit oi" 
the Constitution, "the United States shall 
guaranty to every State in this Union a republi- 
can form of government." — " No State shall 
pass any bills of at'ainder, or lav,-s impairing 
the obligation of contracts ;" and " no person 
shall be deprived of life, liberty or property, 
without due process of law." This lat er pro- 
vision, being an amendment, controls and sets 
aside whatever, in the original instrument, migUt 
seem to conflict with it. If the definitions of 
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Mudison niul Jc(Vors;>n be ■torroct, thern nosluvc- 
holiliny Stutc cf\n be u republic. Slavery exists 
only by nn uttiunder of blooil, and by lawfi nn- 
imlliiif,' tlu! ()l)li!;a(io(i oC conlraels ; and not ri 
sinijle sifive in ibe country was evor " deprived 
ol' libcriy Uy dmi process of inw." And ''Con- 
gress slmll have power to make all laws wbicli 
glicill be necessfiry nnd jjropcr for carrying into 
execution the forej^oinp powers." 

Mure llinn all this. The Declaration of inde- 
pendence, adopted prior to the FcJernI Consti- 
tuiion of 1787-9, by the original thirteen States, 
was equivalent to an act abolisbiiii! slavery in 
those States. The courts of Massachusetts have 
thus decided — und slavery in the otiier States 
rests on no firmer basis than it did iin Massa- 
chusetts. 

ANTX-SIiWEIlY ACTION. 

A Liberty party in p'^wer, and holding these 
views, would conseciuently regard und treat all 
men as equal, extending the like protection to 
all. It would know no slaves, in law ; holding 
all conflicting enactments and decisions to be un- 
consiitutional, null and void. It would allow 
no kidnapping on our free soil. It would per- 
mit no ofiicers or others to arrest pe sons us 
being fugitive slaves. It would funi h as cri- 
minal the holding of slaves in any portion of the 
country. It would abolish slavery, not only in 
the District of Columbia and Territories, but 
t«rou2hout the United Stales. Nor is there the 
least danger that the slave States would even 
attempt, to resist this act'on — in the presence of 
the slaves, by any resort to physical force, or 
even by withdrawing from (he Union. 

ELECTIVE FKAlfCKISE — FREE PEOPLE OF CO- 
LOR, &C. 

The Liberty party, ?f t.ue to its principles, 
will recognize the doctrine of POPULAR so- 
vereignty, and ECiUALiTY, evei-y where, irre- 
spective of property or color, regarding free ac- 
cess to the ballot-box. not as a mere franchise, 
to be contracted or expanded at the pieasuro of 
those who are in power, but as an original .lad 
inherent right. It wiU know nothing of caste 
or of color. It will not legislate for colored 
men or for white, but simply for MEN. The 
right of voting, of jury trial, eligibility to of- 
fice, liability to share in public burdens, will all 
follow the same equal rule. Men coming into 
thi State of New- York, (for example) from the 
State of Virginia, whatever may be their hue, 
or their condition, whether they have been 
slaveholders, or slaves, will be treated in every 
respect like men coming from Massachusetts, 
or any other State. They wiiH come to the bal- 
lot-box as soon in one case as in the other, and 
enjoy equal protection — agreeably to the express 
provisions of the Federal Constitution, itself, 
which knows nothing of slaves or of color, and 
makes no exception in their case when it says, 
(Art. IV. sec. 2, clause 1,) " The citizens of 
each State shall be entitled to all the privileges 
and immunities of citizens of the several 
States.'-' 

Teachers of religion, too, equally with other 
men, white and colored, would, on the same 
principle, be subjected to all the liabiiitie» and 



burdens ol ovvior citizens, and clothed with the 
same eligibilities and privileg<!s. 

ANNEXATION Of TEXAs. 

'J'lieir fundavmilal principles, unless relin- 
quished, Clin not fail to guide und (sustain the 
Liberty parly in every possible exigency or 
problem arising out of the proposed, the proba- 
ble, or even tlie consummated annexation of 
Texas to the United Stales. Such u measure, 
while pending, must oi' necessity be oppo.sed by 
the members of thnl party; They can not re- 
ceive to iheir fraternal embrace a amion with 
an anti-republican form ol government, espe- 
cially for the object of extending slavery. A.nd 
besides this, they can not participate in the act 
of annexing to this nation any foreign nation at 
all. Their principles teach them that the func 
lions of civil government are fulfilled when all 
the individual human beings comprised under it 
are secured in the enjoyment of their natural 
and original rights, unimpaired. Extent of ter- 
ritory, beyond the convenient exercise of these 
functions, for them, has no charms. National 
asgrandizoment, national glory, national povrcr, 
are terms without desirable meaning in their 
vocabulary, beyond the simple judicial execuv 
lion of justice between a man and his neighbor. 
Acquisition of foreign territory, whether by 
conquest, negotiation, or legislation, as it has 
no p!ace in the Constitution of their country, or 
in their own conceptions of the business of a 
just and wise government, has no place in their 
political creed. The annexation of Texas, if it 
takes place, must be the sole work oi the 
opponents of the Liberty party and of its 
creed . 

But the Liberty party, while gnided, by its 
principles, is neither to be frightened nor ca- 
joled out of its principles, nor diverted nor dis- 
heartened irom the pursuit of its objects, and 
the steady promotion of its enterprise, by the 
danger or by the fact of annexation, from 
whatsoever quarter the clamor, the sophistry, 
or the consummated deed may come. In order 
to prevent an addition to our territory, (should 
the alternative ever be fairly presented, which it 
HAS NOT,) the Liberty party, while it remains 
such, can never assist in electing oppressors to 
rule over the territory that we now possess! 
So far as the slaves in Texas are concerned, it 
is only a. question whether they shall be held in 
slavery nnder one government or under another ! 
As liltle interest in the question have the slaves 
in this country, who are perhaps almost equally 
liable to be sold into Texas while that country 
is under its own government, as they would be 
were it incorporated into otrus. 

But were it otherwise, the Liberty party, 
guided by its principles, (which do not permit 
the choice between the two moral evils, nor the 
doing of evil that good may come,) could never 
consent to elect a wicked or unjust ruler, or to 
vote for the continuance of slavery in the Fede- 
ral District and in the present American States, 
for the sake either of preventing the sale of 

j American slaves into Texas, or of preventing 
the laborers of Texas frona becomin^^ for the 

I first time, enslaved. 
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Nor could they do it for tlic h Uc oT prevent- 
ing nn cn'-e of political strcnjjth to the slave 
power 111 u. iJnitcd Slatcis. Tlicy can not bow 
down to a umaller demon, an u base and unvvise 
means of lo-eping tbeir necks from under tlio 
yoke of a ffreater one. Still letjs will they seek 
to propitiate tiie same great Uend, by liliing ai 
his ear. wtien he aiost clamorously demands 
their aid! If the position of the Liberty party , 
in theac respects, is not properly appreciated, 
understood, and lionored, it taust be by tiiosc 
who cither have no correct moral principles 
themselves, or who have failed to learn the 
greatest les'son of finite wisdom — the highest 
point of true political sagacity, to wit: thC; 
safely of shaping our mcasvrcn iu strict confor- 
mity M ith firnt principles, and the certain ruin 
ottcadanton an abandonment of these principles, 
and u resort to the chess-board of adroitly 
managed expedients, in their stead. 

Not less bright and cheerinf; is the light shed 
by the principles of the Liberty party, on the 
course it shall pursue, in case of the ultimate an- 
nexation of Texas to the United States. Such 
an act, being a violation of the Constitution, and 
not legally nor morally binding, might be an- 
nulled whenever the party should come into 
power, as it may do, before the growth of Tex- 
as, with its political power, could^prevent. Or, 
if the two nations acquiesce in the proposed 
anion, and it becomes cemented in fact, the Lib- 
erty party, in power, only finds the sphere of its 
legitimate jurisdiction enlarged! Let the Texan 
slaveholders understand that annexation to the 
United States, is annexation to a country under 
whose origitial Declaration of national existence, 
and fundamental constitution of government, 
slaveliolding is unlawful, and its legal validity 
impossible ! Let them know that a growing party 
holding these views is already in the field, and 
■will probably soon hold the reins ! Then let them 
accept of annexation if they choose ! 

DISSOJLUTION OF THE UNIOK. 

The principlei? of the Liberty party, therefore, 
can not fail to regulate its position in regard to 
the continuance of our national Union, i hal 
Union was formed for the sole purpose of pro- 
tecting HUMAN RIGHTS, and has no value any 
farther than as it can be made a means for ob- 
taining and securing THAT END. To ask of 
a true Liberty party that it shall sacrifice the 
END to the preservation of the means, and com- 
promise human rights to prevent a dissolution ol 
the Union, would be to ask of it an act ot' sui- 
cide, as well as of self-contradiction, absurdity, 
and idolatrous attachment to a thing ol no real 
worth. And whea the " Union" shall have bt; 
come " destructive of these ends" — then, in iho 
truthful laniruage of our national Declaration of 
Indepen:lence, "it becomes the i ight, as it is llie 
duty, of the people to throw off such a govern- 
ment." Nor would this, of necessity, involve 
scenes of carnage and blood. Let the non-sla ve- 
hoiding Stales cease to send representatives to 
Congress, to vote in national elections, and re- 
fuse paying duties on imports, ond they cease to 
be members of the present Union, of course 
And no attempt to coerce them would be made. 



This the non slavc-holding States arc morally 
bound to do, un ess their political connection 
with the present Union can enable them, in acme 
way, lo bring about the abolition of slavery. 

If the Federal Constitution conlained a " guar- 
nnty" of slavery, as some suppose, or even such 
a "compromise" as secured that ubomi.iablc sys- 
tem of despotism from the action of the Federal 
Government, organized to " establish justice" 
and " securetheblessingsof liberty, "then, man. 
ifestly, a radical amendment of the Constitution 
would need to be made, or it would become a 
burden and a nuisance too intolerable for the en- 
durance of a Christian and free people. Thus 
much, the Liberty party ought distinctly and 
boldly to say j but before it proceeds farther to 
hoist the flag of disunion, it should diligentlyin- 
(juire whether ihe /acts of the case are such as 
to require or even uarrant such a course, in the 
present juncture of affairs. 

If it be true, as it doubtless is, that the North 
as well as the South are deeply involved in the 
guilt of the slave system, and if it be true like- 
wise that the northern or non-slaveholding 
States, under the present federal arrangements, 
still hold a controlling power over the entire 
slave system ; not only as existing in the Dis- 
trict, Territories, and inter-State slave trade, 
(which is admitted by all reasonable men.) but 
likewise, either directly or indirectly, over the 
slave system, in all the slave Slates ; then have 
the non-slaveholding States no moral right lo de- 
sert the slaves, in the hour of their utmost need, 
and leave them to the tender mercie.? of their task- 
ma.,tf !s, until all 7>racitcflfc/e fj'^-^s htive beon 
n.ide in ypJa Li heir relief. 

Be it so — as it doubtless is — that the liberties 
of the non-elaveholding States can not be perma- 
nently maintained, connection with slave 
States, it remains true luat they have no moral 
rig'ht to seek their own exclusive security, by 
cutting themselves loose from their equal breth- 
ren, who are enslaved at the South, and crushed 
by a petty oligarchy, while there is hope in their 
case. In estimating the sacredness of the obli- 
gations which Lind us to the South, it is chiefly 
the OPPRESSED MAJORITY, white and colored, 
and NOT merely the insignificant minority of 
2:j0 000 slaveholders, whose claims upon us re- 
quire to be especially examined. And the Lib- 
erty party, believing, as it doubtless does, that 
the political power of the free States is adequate, 
in some way, to the emancipation of the ensla- 
ved, and professing likewise lo " remember them 
that are in bonds as bound with them," would 
contradict its own fundamental principles, 
should it follow %pse who are sounding a retreat 
from the contest, iu the form of' disunion," at 
the very moment when a glorious victory is ap- 
parently awaiting them. Our business, as a 
component and a cont oiling portion (as we trust) 
of litis great nation, is not lo a'ulicate the gov* 
ernment, but to administer it. Guilty as we are 
in yielding to a false interpretation of the Con- 
stitution, and to a cruel misapplication of its 
power that has so long crushed the slave, we 
can no more wash our hands in innocency, 
" by a dissolution of the Union," thon the con- 
trolling par leer in a slave ship or on a slave plan- 



MtioM can become gniltlcsK by BcIling out liis 
stock to his partner, or milking him a prcocut of 
it, ieavinf; the tjiavcK in their chains i! 

And besides, the Jwhcrty party can as easily 
licrsuadc the people of the North to exert their 
political power ;br the abolition ot slavery, and 
(in that way) the preservation of the Union, as 
to persuade them, on the grounds of the evils of 
plnvery, to terrnimale the Union itself. The same 
political power that could do the one could do 
the other ; and the same love of liberty and dc* 
tostaiion of oppression that would dissolve the 
Union, to protect the liberties of the Vi^hite man, 
would wield th(! powerof the Union, to protect 

the WHITK AND THE COLOllEI), AUKK. 

CLASS LKUISI-ATIONS— MONOPOLIES. 

With equal precision and certainty do the prin- 
eiples of the Liberty party indicate the position 
it should assumis, on every other question arising 
within the legii.imate Held of free government. 
There can be uoth'mg j.<artiz an, selfish, or sec- 
lioiial, in its objects, or measures, if its pririci- 
pies are to be it ; guide. Against all such politi- 
cal activity, it must stedfastly set its face. It 
must be neither a Northern party nora Southern 
party—a white man's party nor a colored man's 
party— a rich man's party nor (except as he 
may need more protection) a poor man's party, 
an eaip.loyer'siparty nor a laborer's party, a 
planter'iS party or a servant's party, a slave's 
party or a freeman's party, but holding all 
alike to be free and protecting all as equal and 
liee men. It 7nust neither be an agricultural 
parly, nora manufacturing party, a lanlholdc-'s 
parly no;r a tenant's party, a merchi.at's puiiy 
nor a consumer's party, a money-lender's party 



namcrouB or however uficfn/--nor even for ony 
estimated " best good of the whole." It mml 
neither control the literature nor the religion 
nor the industry of the people, but leave them 
free to study as they please, worship as they 
please, and work ns they please, taking enrc 
simply, that no one of them trumpics upon the 
equal rights of his neighbor. KsoentinI as are 
intelligence, religion and industry to the welfare 
of a people and to the exigence of a free go- 
vernment, they are the priceless jewels that the 
government can not create, and can not mend., 
though they may mar> for " no free State wo» 
ever upheld wholly by its own coercive power." 

PROTECTIVE TARAFF AND KREE TRADE. 

Can it be doubted that these positions are in . 
volved in the principles avowed by the Liberty 
party hitherto! Or can it be diitlicult to foresee 
the course^ that such a party, if remaining true 
to Its principles, must siltimately take, in re- 
spect to the question of protective tariff or free 
trade ? 

Abolitionists, including Liberty party me», 
have always stigmatized the slave system as 
being the most odious and grinding "monopo- 
ly" in the lond — as unjust because legislating 
for the benefit of one particular caste or clasb 
at the expense of another — as nnti-republican 
because it creates and sustains castes and 
classes. They have denied the moral right of 
governments (State or National) to uphold thitt 
monopoly and these castes. They have defied 
that arv zeal, or supposed pecuniary benefits, 
indivit or public, could warrant the infrae> 



tion of tJHe' rights of the enslaved. They have 
.01 a money- borrower's party, a cotton-grower's ! ' 'aisied on the immediate and unconditional re- 
larty nor a wheat-grov/e;r's party, a conon-spin- . oration of their original and inalienable right 



party 

ner'e party nor a R&X'Spinster^s party, a wool- 
grower's party nor a turnip-grower's party, a 
shoe-black's party nor a shoe- wearer's party, 
a wood-s8iwyer's party nor a wood-consumer's 
party. 

It must legislate, not for castes and classes, 
but for MEN, and for all men ALIKE. It 
must create NO MONOPOLIES and sustain 
and recognize none. 

It must promote the interests of the people, 
simply and solely by protecting their individual 
and oiiginal rights against unlawful aggrej- 
sioas, not by directing them how to get rich, nor 
by legislating them either into importers or 
manufacturers, or producers. It must show no 
partiality either to the "great interests of the 
country" — (the interests of the men of great 
Wealth) — nor to the little interests of the coun- 
try, the interests of those who, wilh little or no 
capital, earn their daily bread by their daily 
'oil. As it must not tax the cloth manufacturer 
lor the benefit of the cloth wearer, so neither 
must it tax the cloth wearer for the benefit of 
the cloth manufacturer-; As it must not tax the 
grower for the benefit of the consumer, so nei- 
ther must it tax the consumer for the benefit of 
the grower. It must not impair, in any direc- 
tion, or in any degree, the original and natural 
f'gbl of a single individual, however humble, 
•or the benefit of any class of men, however 



to the disposal and the direction of their own 
industry, rejecting, indignantly, the pretension 
that the government may take care of them, and 
direct their industry, and provide for them, on 
the ground that they can not take care of theph 
selves S 

How then can the Liberty party, with any 
show of impartiality and consistency, do other- 
wise than to repudiate alt monopolies, and 
castes, and class legislations, whether bearing 
upon white men at the North, or colored at the 
South? If the slave has a right to dispose of 
his own labor, has not every other man the same 
right, including, of course, the righi to dispose 
of the avails of his labor in whatever market he 
chooses? If the slaves may be trusted to " take 
care of themselves" in this matter, are o^ir free 
citizens to be told that they need the " protec- 
tive" superintendence of the government over 
their concerns? That the pecuniary affairs of 
the nation would suffer shipwreck if each indi- 
vidual were permitted to decide for himi.elf 
vviiether to manufacture his clothing or buy it — 
whether to buy it of his next door neighbor or 
of one who should supply him cheaper from a 
distance? 

It is well known that our northern operatives 
have never asked nor desired such protection any 
more than have the Southern. They dread the 
high prices of cotton fabries, as the slave dreads 



10 



the high price of cotton and sugur. It in the 
well known signal for more labor unil curtailed 
privileges without a correeponding increase of 
coMiMiNSATioN in rctum. 

The capitalists concerned in manufactures caji 
derive no benefit from a protective tariff, any 
further or any longer than they reeeive the un- 
just tux levied upon consumers for tlieir special 
benefit. And when by the stimulus of aritili- 
cial legislation, any particular pioductof agri- 
culture or of manufacture is increased beyond 
the natural demand, a ruinous reaction ensues, 
not unfrequently involving in a general bank- 
ruptcy the very class for whose benefit the un- 
just bovnty was granted. On this ground, from 
the first, the most substantial, prudent and saga- 
cious manufacturers, to a great extent, have been 
opposed to the policy altogether. To compete 
with the pauper labor of Europe by creating 
(and by similar methods) a rival pauper popu- 
lation at home, must prove as ruinous in politi- 
cal economy, as it is unjust and merciless in 
ethics. The present distresses and pending con- 
testa in England, distresses introduced by tariffs 
and class legislations — and contests cf the op- 
pressed masses, against them, should be a bea- 
con to warn us, in due season. Similar distres- 
ses, oppressions, and conflicts, already rising, in 
our oven boasted New-England, may furnish us 
with illustrations nearer home. Already the 
slaveholder points (and not without some occa- 
sion) to our " white slaves of the North." And 
already the growers and the manufacturers of 
cotton are finding their affinities for each other, 
ae lords over laborers, and are preparing to coa- 
lesce. 

A tariir for protection we need not discuss 
largely; since the discern ;ng leaders of both the 
greait parties perceiving the rising sentiment of 
the country against itj have found it necessary 
to disclaim any higher rates then are required 
by the necessities of the revenue, both the rival 
parties expressing themselves in nearly the 
same terms. 

TAKIFF FOR KEVENUE. 

The real quesiion of " free trade" which must 
at no distant day become a prominent 3>olitical 
question in this country, is the question whether 
tne national revenue shall be supplied by direct 
tf. •ration or by duties on imports. The framers 
of our pre>ent Constitution very manifestly con- 
templated (to say the least) the large prepon- 
derancy of direct taxation over duties. On no 
other sui position could the non-slaveholding 
States ever have consented to an interpretation 
of the Constitution giving the slave States a dis- 
proportionate representation on condition of 
their bearing the burdens of n direct taxation 
according- to the same ratio. Availing them- 
selves of their political advantage, the slavehol- 
ders with characteristic adroitness soon shaped 
the policy of the country in such a manner as to 
slip their necks out of the pecuniary equivalent 
they had stipulated to pay for their predominan- 
cy; for slaveholders understand the art of elud- 
ing any payments for services rendered ! To this 
fact, doubtless, the country is indebted for the 
pr;ivalence of the doetrine that the national rtrt- 



nue must be supplied by the receipts of the Cus- 
tom House. Unwilling ut times, to pay any 
tiling, even the form of duties, the 8lnveholder« 
(or ruther the rabid portion of them) have cla- 
mored for free trade. Whenever the North shall 
learn the policy of giving it to them, in full mca- 
sure, subjecting them to a direct tax on their 
twelve hundred millions of slave property, they 
will be in a position to study the policy of strik- 
ing this twelve hundred millions of dollars from 
the rateable list, transforming throe millions of 
human beings from the position oC taxable pro- 
perty to that of tax-paying men .' As a peace- 
ful, available, and unquestionably constitutional 
instrumentality against slavery — (if indirect 
measures arc to be selected,) the abrogation of 
Custom HoufiC duties presents claims which 
need only to be examined, in order to their being 
held of incomparable value. Such a process the 
slave system could with difficulty survive, for a 
single year. 

To ohject, as some do, that the people in gene- 
ral would never consent to pay, in the form of a 
direct tax what they now pay in duties without 
perceiving it, is only to say, in other words, that | 
if the people knew and realized the enormous \ 
amount of taxes which they pay to support uri- ! 
necessary expenditures, they would soon termi- \ 
nate the imposition, which they doubtless wbuld ] 
do, and this is one grand reason why it should ' 
be done. For we hold it a slander on the people i 
t© say that they arc so stupid as to prefer paif- i 
ing fifty dollars, as an annual cash tax on iriCr- i 
chandize through the Custom House, ra ther tlian ! 
pay a teti or twenty direct tax to a tax gathereri | 
or that they are so unpatriotic as to refuse pay- ■ 
ing (and with their eyes open) the amountreal- ! 
ly needed. The cheerful support of the SMt 
Government, by direct taxes, (chiefly) thbujfh | 
much heavier than they need be, is a siifficiisSit | 
refutation of the slander. | 

The v/uole system of duties on imports, will | 
be frund, on examination, to be one of the most | 
gross and stupendous systems of deception and \ 
injustice ever inflicted upon the masses, by the ; 
few whose business and maxim it is, to fleece i 
the people as much as they can, and by a pro- 
cess which shall prevent them from knowing 
when,, how, or how much ! 

What farmer or mechanic — what individual 
head of a family — can tell, or can form a tolera- 
ble conjecture, how much he pays the natioaal 
government in a single year ? Not the smallest 
purchase of foreign merchandize can he make 
without paying a tax. The unnoticed tax ga- 
therer comes to-day — comes to-morrow — comes i 
evrry day in the year. At morning, at noon, 
and at evening, he sits invisible at the family 
table, and slily pockets his pence, abducted ; 
from every mouthful that is swallowed. Not 
a rag of cloth can a member of the family wrap 
round him in winter or summer, by night or by i 
day, without pay'nsi a taK. Intelligent foreign- 1 
ers who visit us, smile at our simplicity and call i 
us the people that are taxed without knowing it; ; 
who groan under hard times" without "fWWs- 
ing" the reason — who call ourselves the freesi 
people on the earth, bat must ask leave of ouf 
g'<>v«fQa:keat whether w* may hoe c«ritt or spin 
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cotton; who waleh the iit:vv3[;apei';j iJ.ii thednj's 
;n the y«ar to know wl) ether a voten? Congress 
ordtule Legislature — a Governor's M jssugeor a 
Presiilent't) — will not make us baRkrupls — mid 
exile us to the woods, or to the poor-housc ! — 
Al>eoi)le who have concluded tliat they do not 
know whc'tlier it is best for tlieia to buy goods 
ihL'iip or deur, and must keep tvro voruciou* le- 
nislulurcs underpay, luUf the ticic, to tell them; 
or to say w/io may lend money (or rather tlieir 
own promissory notes,) to such persons as may 
wish to hire of them ! 

Do the fuiNCiPi-us of the Liberty party sup- 
ply no touch-stone by which suck schemes of 
legislation may be tested? No remedy lor the 
evils they have introduced ! 
And what ch&iacler have those principles to 
bestow upon that feature ol the Custom House 
taxation by which the tax payers are compelled 
to pay, 7iot according cither to their capitals, 
lii.eir incomes, or their possible earnings, but ac- 
cording to the number of mouths, whether of 
rich or poor, that have to be fed — or the number 
of backs that 1 ave to be protected from the cold ? 
Is it to be tolerated, forever, and without cen- 
sure, by the advocates of equal rights, by the 
friends of the poor, that the wealthiest man in 
community is compelled to pay no more into the 
national treasury than the poorest, that is com- 
fortably clothed and fed ? 
The demoralizing nature and tendency of all 
Custom House systems, in all nations, is a still 
more serious and insuperable objection against 
inch, arrangements. As no people have ever 
yet been found so undiscerning as not to feel the 
erievous wrong done to them in the invasion (by 
ihe government that should protect them) of 
llieir original right to buy where they please : so 
ac nation has been found in which the " Custom 
House oath" was not proverbially and almost 
universally regarded as having no binding moral 
force ; and whei-e the laws were not evaded to 
llieluU extent to which the wit of man, sharp- 
fned by avarice and hunger, is competent. JNor 
lias any nation yet succeeded in securing the aid i 
of under officers, tide waiters, &c. &c., who! 
were not, to a fearfu! extent, accessible to bri- 
bery, and, 05 a class, participants in the perpe- 
tration of revenue frauds. The most painfully 
graphic descriptions of embezzlement and decep- 
lioa, on record, are those connected with the im- 
portation of goods. On all the seaboard districts 
iif mercantile nations, the business of smuggling 
liecomes one of the settle d avocations of a large 
portion of the people, aud few who are at ail 
Ciinnected with maritime or mercaniile afi'airs 
ia oi:r seaports, can claim that they do not, in 
some way, connive in the process. Not all .the 
power and vigilance even of the British Govern- 
Mntand British Navy have ever sufficed even 
itoput any considerable check to the businei=.s of 
smuggling, in which so much capital and so ma- 
il? thousands and teni. of thousands of persons 
>re engaged. 

' Then look at the comparative expenses of col- 
I'Mting this Custom House national tax. Put 
^own the actual receipts at twenty-five millions 
jOf dollars. But who can estimate the probable 
leipeoses of the Custom House establishment ? 



la tlio single city of New- York alone, above one 
tliousnnd men are conslrtnlly employed in f,\m 
business. The chief man, the collector, is said 
lo liave realized a much liigher annual income 
than the President of the United States. Kvery 
seaport town in the nation, must have its Cus- 
tom House estnb'ismeiit, in proportion lo its 
business. Then com? tlie revenue cutters, how 
many we know not, manned and employed con' 
stanlly, for the same service. The. Navy, the 
Dii'lomatic Department, these are chiefly needed 
to negDtia'e and t<) enforce the commercial ar- 
ransemcnts not needed on the system of Free 
Trade. 

In 1827, (the Treasurer's Report of which hap- 
pens to be at hand,) the Custom House re- 
ceipts were a little short of $23,000,000 
Expenditures lor Naval service 4,000,000 
Military establishment, nearly 6,000,000 
(Of the Custom House and Revenue Cutter ex- 
penses, we have no data of estimate.) 
Civil, diplomatic and miscellaneous $2,300,000 

Scanty as are our statistics, we have data 
enough to see that a very large proportion of re- 
ceipts of the National treasury, through the Cus- 
tom House, is expended, either in collecting it, 
or in providing tor its collection, in paying the 
expense of the legislation, by which, at every 
session, its details are adjusted, and of the for- 
eign diplomacy needed only by an artificial sys- 
tem of commercial intercourse displacing the 
natural. 

BETEEKCHMENT . 

We come then by a natural process to that mat- 
ter of RErBENCHMJENT, of which rival pairties 
have promised so much, and accomplished iso lit- 
tle. Very evidently no real retrenchment eah 
come, but through the abolition of all-.those class 
legislations, monopolies, and artiScial systems 
of commercial intercourse that, of necessity, re- 
quire vast expenditures in 'he direction and man- 
agement of them. Yet strange to tell ! W« 
have had parties PROMifSiNG retrenchment whose 
avowed policy was the increase of all those 
sotrncEs of expenditure from whii:h extrava- 
gance proceeds. Sometimes we have had prom- 
ises of retrenchment most ludicrously coupled 
with propositions to distribute the fiurjplus reve- 
nue among the Slates, to make rooitf'For a pro- 
portionate increase of the revenue tariff to sup- 
ply its place! 

"Extravagant expenditures, most assuredly, 
will never be checked, until that system of sup- 
plying the national treasury is abandoned that 
calls for a standing a'rmy of legislators for its 
annual superintendency ana perpetual revision — 
a standing army of Custom House officers for its 
collection — a naval and military establishment 
to guard and enforce it — and a regiment of fo- 
reign ambassadors to negotiate" commercial 
treaties for its details or to obtain redress for 
infractions of them. A system whose grand 
recommendation to public support is — that it 
taxes the people so secretly that thev do not 
detect the amount of its exactioua, ana to an ex- 
tent that would goad them into rebellion, if it 
were attempted to collect it openly and by broad 
daylight! 
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Abolieh our Custom House system, as the 
Swiss Republic has, long since, abolished ^erw, 
and the munuracluiiiig iniei csls of ihitt country, 
nc longer bloated into apoplectic plethora, 
might vie in stability and healtliine^s will) lliose 
oi" {Switzerland. Abolisli the system, and that 
retrenchment of national expenditvres which is 
etherwise an iwpossibilily , becomes inev'table, 
of course. . Jiy Ihe common concespion (or 
rather plea) oi its advocates, mot one-third the 
present amount of national revenue could be 
raised by direct taxation, and of consequence 
would not be expended ;~~iu\d, very happily, 
there would remain no occasion nor apology for 
the disbursement. 

The diminished hazards of war, on the policy 
<if free trade, and in an age when wars are 
mostly for commercial advantages, should be 
set down ai?, by far, the largest item ol benefit, 
on the score of pecuniary saving alone. There 
its nothiag connected with national expenditure 
half so costly as war. 

The army and naval establishments, now re- 
quiring disbursement:;, even in time of peace, to 
the amount varying from one-third to two-thirds 
of the ntitional levenue, would scarcely find an 
apology Tor their continuance, and would, of rxf- 
cessity, be reduced to the lowest possible stand- 
ard, at once. Military academies, for the costly 
training, it public expense, of a military nobi- 
lity to lord it over the people, would soon be- 
come obsolete, and standing arinics and uavies, 
those graves of republics and nurseries of aris- 
tocracy and vice, would, ere long, follow in 
their tram, 

Foreign ministers, with an outfit of $9,000 
each, and a salary of $9,000 per annum more, 
(scarcely needed now,) would become so mani- 
festly useless then, that the splendid sinecure 
would be la.id aside, except in very rare cases. 
A simple consul or commercial agent would do 
the business as well, now, the greater part of 
the time, and very little business, even for con- 
suls, on the free trade system, would remain to 
be done. 

A congressional session of two months a year, 
would be amply suflicient to transact all the pub- 
lic business, properly pertaining to our national 
governmeat, on the principle of free trade, and 
in the absence of all the class lesislations con- 
nected with, and growing out of the present 
system. The business of ^he chief magistrate, 
heads of departments, w th their clerks, would 
proportionately decrease. 

Salaries thus diminished in number, might 
also be reduced in amount. The principle should 
be, to fix the compensation at such a rate that, 
while it should not exclude the poor man from 
holdmg any office in the gift of the people, by 
leaving him without due support, should not 
make ft an object of pecuniary speculation, as it 
now is— to seek after office — nor supply the 
public servants with the means of corruption 
and bribery while in office, nor tempt them to 
ape the magnificence of monarchical and aristo- 
cratic courts— ami indulge in anti-republican 
luxury and show. 

For the President $10,000 to $15,000 per an- 
nam, should sulSice, instead of $25,000. For 



members of Congress $5 per day instead or$8--; 
and other functionaries in proportion* Theragcf 
ol party spirit should no longer be stimulateJ I 
as it ha • been, by the scramble for extra lucia-j^^; 
tive employ . 

KXKCUTIVK PATRONAGK | 

Would no longer remain as formidable ou| 
abuse ns it now is. The pvospecls of a foreiguij 
embassy would not so disgracefully dazzle, cor-t 
rupt, and warp the representatives of the peo-l 
pie, and lead them astray. \ 

Add to this that the principles of the Libcrtyl 
party, when faithfully applied, would require ihei! 
election of all or nearly all the oflicers of thc| 
government— particularly the " heads of de-l 
partments," by the people, direct. And thcf 
Post Office establishment, if remaining in the| 
government's hands, should be subjected to thei; 
same rule. I 

The President and Vice President, withoat| 
the intervention of Electors, should be chosen| 
by the people themselves. For the introductioaj 
of these salutary changes, the laws and the| 
Constitution should undergo the requisite amend-l 
ments. h 

In the State, counties and towns, similar re-| 
trenchments and reforms should be made. | 

In the State of New- York, it is said thaton*! 
thousand offices are in the gift of the ChieEj 
iMagistrale ! What a source of corruptioa is|i 
here ! Let these abuses be reformed, and th^ 
swanns of locusts now thronging the seats on 
State and National Governments, fit tools of| 
corruption and servility, will disappear. | 

I 

JUDICIARY KEFORM. t 

The abuses, monopolies, and perversions of| 
justice, so long a matter of almost hopeless^ 
complaint, can be reached and removed only by| 
a party who understand the whole business of ai 
civil government to be comprised in the "exe-s 
outing of judgment betvireen a man and hisl 
neishbor." So long as governments busy them- 
selves with that which does not belong to them,| 
so long, of course, will they neglect their owa, 
appropriate work. Take away from our go- 
vernments their princely revenues, their classj 
legislations, their monopolies, that now occupy] 
all their attention, and they will perhaps nna 
time to provide for the people a Jadiciaryj 
Sysiem that the people can use and understand.] 
The time, then, may come, when the law will 
be used for the administration of justice— not 
for the em-olument oi a privileged cas^e— when, 
it may be used for the benefit of the pcor, th^ 
delVauded, the oppressed, the wronged— and no^ 
for the almost sole purpose of legalizing the de^^ 
predations of fraud, assisting the rich to grinj 
the faces of the poor —providing another swarffl 
of useless and idle officials, to be supported oj! 
the hard earnings of the people— and all by 9 
sysiem of jargon originating in the dark a&esj 
in which equity is prohibited for the preserva-j 
tion of dead Ibrms. j 

POLITICAL KTHICS. ] 

The maxim that " ail is fair in, politics" will 
fall into disuse, with a Liberty party guided of 
the principles of equal justice and uuchangea^ 
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blc moral right. In the solcclion of "candidates 
for office, intelligence and moral worth — not 
wealth norslnnding in arlificiul society will sup- 
ply the standard — the bcsi instead of the " most 
available" candidate — tJte most cor/xpetent among 
the competent — not the "least of two evils," 
will be the result ! The voter will vote his om71 
conscientious convictions, and not the bidding of 
Ill's party. The right of suffrage will be under- 
jlood to include the right of /lowi/Kz/Jon, and the 
latter will no sooner be relinquished than the 
former. No nominating; Convention, however 
lespectable, and however equitably appointed 
may he its representation, will ever be under- 
stood as holding any thin^ more than a recom- 
mcnilatory power : — and u will hold no monopo- 
ly of the right of recommending, nor supersede 
either before or after its sittings, the right, the 
duty, and the privilege of the humblest among 
the people, to recommend such candidates as 
they judge proper. The obtaining of nomina- 
lions at Conventions by the process of secret 
wire-pulling, will be efleetually checked by the 
conviction that the voters will think and act for 
themselves, like honest men. Nominations 
when made by Conventions will be made in 
those Conventions, and in the restraining pre- 
sence of the masses, men, women, and children, 
assembled to witness, and not in secret cabals 
of oommitlees apart by themselves. In a word, 
the corrupt and despotic reign of King Caticus 
will come to an end, and the entire system of 
" log-rolling," or barter trade legislation, would 
share the same fate. 

THE PUBLIC LANDS, 

If practicable, will be distributed, gratuitous- 
ly, to temperate, industrious settlers, in small 
parcels — and not sold on speculation, eituer by 
'Ae government or its favorites. 

NATIONAL DISPUTES 

Would be equitably and magnanimously ad- 
justed by negotiation or arbitration, without a 
resort to arms. And the false patriotism of na- 
tional selfishness, seeking the wealth or ag 
grandizement of our country at the expense of 
'aether, would be scouted as still more mean 
wd disgraceful, in a great nation, than in the 
walks of private life. The universal bro- 
therhood OF THE RACE would be cherished 
^nd honored as the foundation principle of in- 
termtional intercourse, and of international law. 

THE POLICY 

Of adopting these measures we need not 
argely discuss. We recognize no policy but that 
^[doing right — and wc hold the course to be 
wisest that includes the most of moral rectitude; 
liiat applies in the greatestnumber of directions, 
and with the greatest fidelity, the self-evident 
principles of inalienable human rights. In doing 
ijiis, we apprehend, the sum total of true poli- 
t'cal sagacity consists. 

Shall we be told? (doubtless we shall?) that 
Ine anti-slavery enterprise cannot afford to carry 
•he LOAD of so many innovations and reforma- 
^ons at once ! 

We answer: The anti slaver7 enterprise can- 
lot longer afford tc carry the load of the incon- 
'WTENCiEs involved in a hesitancy to apply our 



principles wherever they whould be npplic<l! 
This load it is high time to shake off : and to 
sei/e not the toad but the lever of a full and tho- 
rough demo'trnlic reformation in its stead ! 

The old parties are both sinking into contempt 
simply lor their neglect of the honest course wc 
recommend. The one claims to be "democra- 
tic," but limits its democracy by the hue of the 
skin ! The " load" of too much democracy, at 
once, forsooth! it can not afford I And so it 
allies itself to the slave power, for the good of 
the xvhitcs ; and tram|)les the white man's right 
of petition in the mire, us the result of its very 
prudent, conservative course! In other direc- 
lions, too, it mocks the poor while man's cries 
for redress. Monopolies and class legislations 
it can loudly decry, yet eagerly sustain ! In. ihjj 
selection of a Presidential candidate it can lay 
the free North prostrate at the feet of the all- 
enslaving South ! It can faintly clamor, for a 
day, at the prostration of civil and politicsil li- 
berty in Rhode Island, and then tamely succumb 
as the slaveholder bids. No marvel thai, this 
prelendedly democratic party is deserted by many 
among its most ultra democratic members, who, 
as a choice of two evils, or by way of experi- 
ment, throw themselves, half-despairing, into 
the arras of the Whigs! 

Of the IfVtig- pai ty, what shali we say? Tak- 
ing its name from its professions of hostility to 
High Tory prerogaiivc ! Complaining of exacu- 
tive patronage and executive power — promising 
retrenchment and a limitation ©f the T residency 
to one terra : And yet clamorous lor those verj 
same class legislai'ions, u;-on which High Tory 
power fattens, and Executive patronage revels, 
and extravagant expenditure becomes inevita- 
ble and perpetual .' The " party of progress/' 
yet courting the conservators of aristocratic mo- 
nopoly and usurpation! The champion df the 
right of petition — the opponent of Texas a ^nex- 
ation, (i. e. that is in some parts of the country) 
— yet demanding, like its rival, the elsvat: on of 
a slaveholding chief magistrate! Conjuring the 
country to assist it in terminating the ajjgres- 
sions of the slave power in the person of Joha 
C. Calhoun, and then making him, by Senato- 
rial acclamation, Secretary of State I Denounc- 
ing the Executive usurpations of President Tyler, 
and then, throughout all the ranks, (from Henry 
Clay downwards,) exulting in the greatest of 
all his usurpations, his interference for the sup- 
pression of " a republican form of government" 
in Rhode Island, for the openly avowed object 
of suppressing popular sovereignty at the 
South! Very evidently, too, the Whig party, 
(like the Democratic,) "can not aHord the 
load" of conforming its practices to its profess- 
ed principles ! And thus the country is left in a 
waiting posture, inquiring whether there is ever 
to be any party in this c 'untry that can afford 
the burden of being truly democratic an 1 honest. 
Shall the Liberty party decline the service, and 
leave it for other hands? 

Assuredly it will not, if it regards either its 
principles, its professions, or the claims of the 
enslaved ! Fifty-six years of experiment, under 
our present Ccnstitutioa, have fully settled the 
impracticability of abolishing slavery, except 



by a party that can " bear the load'^ and wi»;ld 
the lever of a thorough democracy, applied 
wherever democratic principles can be made to 
apply. 01' tlie prospects of relief to the enslav. 
ed from the " old Denxoeratic party," falsely so 
called, it were idle to say a word. Professing 
no regards for any except white freedom, it 
presents no claim to the support of the friends 
of the enslaved. 

And all the great parties opposed to the so 
called " nejiiocratic parly" have equally lailed 
to bring relief to the slav es. Under Washing- 
ton and the elder Adams, the party known as 
Federalists arose and bore rule. A more ho- 
nest, respectable, moral, and religious anli-dcin- 
ocratie party in politics, the world has, perhaps 
never seen. The Federalists never professed to 
confide, fully, in the capacity of man for self- 
government, and they could not be expected to 
make a special excei-tion in favor of the enslav- 
ed colored man ! No national measures in favor 
of the enslaved were adopted during their twelve 
years of continuous power. The law of 1793. 
for returning fugitives from slavery, was among 
the early measures of that parly, under its most 
venerated and popular leader, thus early direct 
ing the policy of the country in favor of the 
slave system. As the Democratic party, tri 
umphant in Mr. Jefferson's election, , could 
" aflbrd to bear no heavier load" than the advo 
cacy of white freedom, in defence against Fe 
deral aggressions, so the Federal party, on their 
part, were sufficiently occupied with their own 
conservative aims. The monstrous alliance " 
of " democracy " with the .slave power could not 
indeed escape their notice. And among the 
available topics of declamation with the rising 
aristocracy of the North, (by whom the Feder- 
al party was now wielded,) the abomination 
of slavery had a somewhat prominent place. But 
the people would not again trust them with 
power. Had they done so, there is no reason 
to think that their philanthropy would have over- 
come theic fear that so many ignorant men 
" let loose, could not take care of themselves." 
No aristocratic party, in power, would adventure 
such an experiment. 

The "National Republican" party, under 
Monroe and John Q. Adams, neither attempted 
nor did any thing on behalf of the enslaved. The 
famous Missouri Compiomise was made under 
Monroe. The subsequent history of the parties^ 
Whig and Democratic, we need not repeat. 

The bottom line of our more than half century 
experiment, then, may be summed up in a sin- 
gle word. A Democratic party pledged only for 
the support of white liberty, can not protect the 
rlglits ol the free. A party denouncing slavery , 
and sustained by the northern aristocracy, c«n 
do nothing for the deliverance of the enslaved. 
It could n-.it, even while the northern and the 
southern aristocracy were pitted against each j 
other, as rivals. Still less can it, now, when | 
the northern and southern aristocracy, (shaking 
hands over hnge bales of raw cotton and cotton 
fabrics, are learning hovv to coalesce! Thislat- 
ter party, a northern democracy will not entrust 
with power. Its rival they can not trust with- 
out being deceived and betrayed ? 



Xhe -w^y of a democratic alliance with thc;;| 
slavocracy of the South, thertfore, has its fullj)! 
counterpart in the folly of an anti slavery Byfo-jt 
phancy at the feet of the. aristocracy of thcf 
North! An aristocracy whose gentlemen of- 
property and standing" first mob abolitionists toi 
gain southern voles, and then demand the votes'; 
of abolitionists for protecting them from the« 
South ! 

Let the true friends of Liberty, irrespective of 
caste or color, come together. Here only is the' 
true and safe ground. As no anti- slavery party i 
can succeed without the democratic voice of thei; 
northern masses — so those masses can find no] 
protection i'rom a northern aristocracy, under' 
leaders who sell themselves and their constitu-^ 
ents, for the patronage of southern tyrants. 

A Liberty party, no longer regarded as an off- 
shoot of the old Federal stock, and a branch of 
the Whigs, would not lack public support, nor 
suffer the intolerable disgrace of being courted, 
asallieSj by the conservators of monopolies andj 
class legislation, which the working men will|; 
never sustaiti. 

The leaders of the misnamed "Democratic 
party" would find Themselves distanced — theirl 
ranks broken — their strength withered— tbeirl 
cheat detected — their game gone. 

The Whig party, already confessedly power 
lesi^ without unti-slavery support, would greedlly| 
grasp at a fr&ternal union with the " Old Huftk-'' 
ers," t;hat they now so truthfully call corrupt. 

The white victims of the " peculiar" oligarchy 
at the South, would find the Liberty party a re-? 
fuge for the v/hite, as well as the colored poor| 
of the.' land. 

In short, the old party lines would be broken 
up. Aristocracy and Slavery, on the one hand ; 
Democracy and Abolition on the other, would 
prese nt the new and the true issues. The "mou- 
strous alliances" between philanthropy and ar- 
istocracy, on the one hand, and between human; 
chattelhood and democracy, on the other, would; 
both vanish, like ghosts at day dawn. The Sa-i 
tanic skill of combining opposites would be, at] 
length, baffled. Moral affinities would, oncej 
more, discharge their proper functions. Anopeu 
field and fair play would ensure the speedy tn-i 
umph of the right. 

The experiment has now fully tested the im-, 
practicability of retaining the partizai s ot class 
legislation in our ranks, were it never so desira-i 
h!e to ilo so. In every r turning hour of triaij 
and ol nee.l, they desert lo the enemy. | 
Having, long ago, ascertained that the bul-; 
warks of American slavery are at the North, 
and that the aristocracy of the free States con- 
slituie the main props of the slave power, it is 
high time to carry the war directly into the ene 
niv'scamp, and overthrov/ that aristocracy it^ 
Pieif, by whom we have been alternately mobbed 
and wheedled, courted and maligned, cheatetti 
and gauged. The enslaved laborers of theSoutci 
will thus be emancipated by the white laborer 
of the North and South combined, before a sys 
tem of class legislation has quite reduced themj 
to the condition of serfs. 



